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PEoPLE’s ChoiCE ConCErT
Thursday evening’s “People’s Choice Concert” 
in the Howard Performing Arts Center took 
the audience on a musical journey through 
the decades from Andrews University’s start 
as Emmanuel Missionary College until now. 
Selections included everything from Juan 
Carlos Rodriguez’s presentation of When 
Irish Eyes are Smiling to Jonathan Wall’s 
impersonation of Elvis. Demetra Andreasen 
remarks, “I was very impressed with the 
amount of talent on campus!”
Welcome
Left:  jeff carlson played ‘Tis a Gift to be Simple on the 
hammered dulcimer.
Below:  Michaela lawrence performed the roberta 
Flack favorite Killing Me Softly.
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GroundbrEakinG for ThE nEw 
univErsiTy EnTranCE
The groundbreaking ceremony for the new 
Andrews University entrance took place Friday, 
Sept. 28, 2007. David Faehner, vice president 
for University Advancement, offered the 
following words of dedication:
We are standing in a field across from Highway 
31 in the village of Berrien Springs, Michigan to 
dedicate a new entrance for our school, Andrews 
University.
 It was in the same field, 106 years ago, that 
a new road, later named College Avenue, was 
established. This road led through the Garland 
farm to the new Emmanuel Missionary College.
 Through the years thousands of students have 
entered this campus, by such roads as Grove St., 
University Blvd., and Garland Ave. The purpose 
for the students has been the same: they have come 
to seek knowledge, affirm their faith and leave 
through the same entrance to change the world. 
 This beautiful new entrance and road will 
allow people to enter into the heart of the campus 
where they will see excellent facilities such as the 
Howard Performing Arts Center, the School of 
Business, the Seminary and Pioneer Memorial 
Church, thus allowing people to accurately see the 
quality of this place. 
 We want to thank the many donors who 
supported this project, especially the late Bill Colson 
and his wife, Bonnie, for their strong desire to have 
this entrance. Without them this project could not 
have been completed.
 We dedicate this new entrance as our front 
door to our community, alumni and students. 
Home!
For a few days this fall, Andrews University opened its campus especially for its alumni. From September 27 
through 30, alumni guests were treated to four days full of entertainment, activities, worship services, and 
athletics. Gillian Sanner provides an overview of some highlights from the weekend.
Tambunan: Pizza, PoP & ProfEssionaLs
“Pizza, Pop, and Professionals,” held in the 
Wolverine Room of Terrace Café, gives current 
Andrews students the opportunity to network 
with alumni professionals in various fields. Tom 
Schultz, a junior computer science major, was 
able to speak with Aldy Hernandez (BS ’96, 
MS ’99) from RedHat. “I wish there were more 
events like this,” says Schultz. “It is inspiring to 
see people who have graduated and have jobs in 
the field you are interested in.”
Top:  richard scott waves the “start your engines” flag for 
the bulldozers’ first scoop of earth for the new entrance
Middle:  aldy hernandez from redhat
Bottom:  the annual women’s scholarship breakfast 
hosted a performance of “the Grandmothers of jesus.”
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20Th annuaL homECominG ParadE
The parade starts from the Pioneer Memorial Church parking lot 
and winds its away around campus past the Alumni house and into 
the Administration Building parking lot. Bystanders enjoyed colorful 
floats, beautiful banners and a marching band. Juanita (Moses) 
Campbell (BS ’93), along with husband Douglas, daughter Solana, 
son Suvan, and dog Sakee, marched in the parade. “My kids love 
parades, and they were so excited to have the opportunity to actually 
be in this parade! (Even our puppy got into it!) We all got dressed up 
and carried the flag of India, my country of origin.”
Clockwise from top left:  Juanita, Solana and Suvan Campbell • The Gymnics 
performed for the parade judges (do not attempt this at home!) • Computing 
at Andrews celebrated their 40th anniversary • Andrews Ambassadors, the 
youthful face of Andrews to prospective students, spread school spirit • Demetra 
Andreasen • Beautiful faces of Andrews’ international students • The Berrien 
springs high school Marching band was a great addition to this year’s parade 
• Rickshaws from the department of World Mission • David & Marilyn Bauer, 
honored alums • Provost Heather Knight waves from a sporty yellow convertible
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missions Café
The Missions Café, held in the lobby of the Howard Performing 
Arts Center, allowed student missionaries to share their experiences 
with visitors. Deb (Lloyd) Foote (BS ’77) says, “As we walked 
into the new Howard building, we were greeted by former student 
missionaries with pictures, slide shows and artifacts from the areas 
they had served. The mission vespers began with songs that alumni 
grew up singing in Junior Missionary Volunteers during the 1960s. 
For the program, numerous students read thoughts that student 
missionaries had experienced during specific incidents. I came 
away humbled and awed at their dedication and sacrifice at such an 
early age.” Dave Foote (BS ’77) was also inspired by the evening’s 
events. “I must say with pride that my University has spirit,” he says. 
“The Friday evening vespers and the Missions Café were spiritually 
powerful. More than any new building, I was impressed with the large 
number of students involved with missions. This is love in action.”
nEw LifE sErviCE/bLaCk sTudEnT ChrisTian forum 
aLumni rEunion
Sabbath’s New Life worship service/Black Student Christian Forum 
Alumni Reunion was held in the Howard Performing Arts Center. 
Honored alumn David Knight presented Sabbath’s sermon, and 
music included selections from Deliverance Mass Choir and Journey. 
Jan (Greenidge) Pickett (BSW ’83, MA ’86) remarks, “I was in 
choir when I was in college, so it was nice to see the choirs now—
and nice to see that the music is still going strong!” Pickett adds 
that the event “brought back a lot of memories. It was good to see 
friends again but even better to remember the spiritual experiences I 
had while going to school at Andrews. It gave me a warm feeling all 
over again. The whole service was very much a blessing from start to 
finish.”
Clockwise from top left:  Golfers enjoyed the warm fall weather at the wes 
Christiansen Memorial Golf Outing—visit alumni website for winners’ list • PMC 
worship leader Justin Davis • BSCF Alumni Reunion was held in conjunction with 
alumni homecoming weekend this year—more than 200 attended a sabbath 
lunch at Andrews Academy • Deliverance Mass Choir performed for the New 
Life/BSCF Reunion service at the Howard Perfoming Arts Center • Karen Ybanez, 
returned student missionary • Artifacts on display at the Mission Café in the 
Howard Center lobby • Students read from their missionary journals at vespers
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40Th annivErsary: Jn andrEws honors ProGram
Saturday’s reception celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
JN Andrews Honors Program was held in the Honors suite in 
Nethery Hall. “It was fun to come back to Andrews for alumni 
days and see some of my Honors professors and fellow scholars,” 
says Marianne Kordas (BA ’07). “I was especially delighted to 
see that Monique Pittman (BA ’91 and current Honors director) 
had brought in a selection of teas for the reception—it brought 
back good memories of Wednesday afternoons engaged in the 
wonders of English Renaissance literature in one of her seminars, 
teacup in hand.” Kordas also attests to the positive impact the 
Honors program had on her. “Now that I'm pursuing a master’s 
degree, I have come to appreciate how well the Honors program 
prepared me for the rigors of grad school.”
harvEsT PiCniC
The Harvest Picnic in the Alumni house backyard provided the 
perfect atmosphere for families to eat, visit and have fun. “The 
tent was beautifully decorated and provided plenty of seating,” 
says Bryan von Dorpowski (BBA ’88). “I was able to meet friends 
whom I haven't seen for many years. The refreshments were great, 
while my kids particularly enjoyed making s'mores by the bonfire.” 
Brenda Schalk (BS ’92, MS ’99) also brought her family to 
the picnic. “My husband, Scott, and I attended the picnic with 
our three kids,” she says. “They were very excited to take a ride 
on the hay wagon and visit the cows, but the evening got even 
better when we returned from the hayride to the outside fire and 
they saw all the fixings to make s'mores! Our whole family had 
fun being outside eating and socializing. We are fortunate to be a 
part of Andrews and able to participate in events such as alumni 
weekend. I know my children will have great memories of growing 
up near Andrews and being a part of the alumni festivities.”
Above:  legacy of leadership—honors founder, Merlene Ogden, poses with 
the new director of the Honors program, L. Monique Pittman • A reception to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary was held in the honors suite, Nethery hall
Above, left to right: adell haughey 
claypool received appreciation from 
the Class of 1957 • Families enjoyed 
the artifacts in the horn Museum 
collection during an afternoon 
openhouse • Bev Matiko and Rebecca 
May hosted the class of ’77 for 
sabbath dinner at the May’s home
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Clockwise from top left: 
alumni enjoy a fall hayride tour 
of campus sites • Good food 
and good fellowship at the 
Alumni Harvest Picnic • Research 
project—“can you actually 
eat an entire apple with only 
two teeth?” watch for research 
results. • Claude and Rea Joyce 
(Dean) White • Reuniting with 
friends gets sweeter by the year • 
Toasted to perfection • Flickering 
torches kept the visiting going 
long after the sun went down 
• Marshmallows always taste 
best toasted with friends at the 
alumni picnic and bonfire!
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baskETbaLL GamE: aLumni vs. sTudEnTs
The Andrews University Cardinals basketball teams took on the alumni Saturday night in front of an 
enthusiastic crowd in the Johnson Gymnasium. The evening ended with the alumni women’s two-point 
win over the Ladies’ Cardinals and the Men’s Cardinals strong victory over the alumni men. “The Alumni 
game was very exciting. It was great to see so many people come out and show their support for the 
Cardinals and alumni,” says Sean Thorne, senior nursing major and cocaptain of the men’s Cardinals 
basketball team. “As the first game of the season, it gave us the opportunity to see how we work as a team.”
aLumni homECominG GaLa
Held in the Howard Performing Arts Center, the Alumni Homecoming Gala featured alumni performers 
and the Andrews University Chorale and Andrews Sinfonietta, with Stephen Zork and Claudio Gonzalez 
conducting. “It was such a pleasure to perform with other Andrews alumni,” says Jeannie Pedersen-
Smith (MMus ’02), who performed a vocal duet with Julia Lindsay (MMus ’87). “The great number of 
accomplished professional Adventist musicians are a source of real pride for me.”
Above, left to right:  betty 
spaulding (bMus ‘69, MMus ‘87), 
guest conductor • The Andrews 
sinfonietta, conducted by claudio 
Gonzalez • The AU Chorale, 
conducted by stephen Zork
Below, left to right:  crowds 
for the alumni vs. students 
basketball game have grown in 
size and enthusiasm each year of 
this three-year tradition • Emily 
leffler, ladies’ cardinals team 
member • The Men’s Cardinals 
team, huddling to strategize • 
dave Foote (’77) and president 
andreasen (Ma ‘65, bd ‘66) do 
their interpretation of aU spirit
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aviaTion brEakfasT and fLyinG ComPETiTion
Sunday’s fly-in event at the Airpark drew anywhere between fifty 
and eighty aircraft from around the country, though most fly-in 
participants came from Michigan and Indiana. Allan Payne, chair 
of the aeronautics department and Airpark manager, says, “We 
started early in the morning this year with a pancake breakfast. 
Some call it a ‘one-hundred-dollar breakfast’ because of the cost of 
the flight to get here. In reality, pilots look for an excuse to fly and 
show off their airplanes. It is an identity issue as much as anything. 
This year we were able to have the local Experimental Aircraft 
Association assisting with aircraft parking while our personnel 
worked with radios warning aircraft of any hazard in the air. All in 
all it was a very safe and fun weekend. Our hope is that we will see 
many more alumni fly in to join us in the future.”
5k run/waLk, 10k run
Robert Moncrieff, a junior English major, participated in Sunday’s 
races. He says, “I had a great time participating in the Alumni 
5K run. When I saw one of my professors at the starting line, I 
was determined to at least keep him in my forward vision. The 
plan worked until around mile number three, when he took off 
out of sight to finish in second place, leaving me in the dust. 
Nonetheless, I had a great time and look forward to next year for 
Round Two.”
Join us nExT yEar!
september 25–28, 2008
honor classes: 
1938, 1948, 1958, 1968, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1998
if you are interested in serving as a reunion leader or 
getting involved, please contact the alumni Office.
Left to right:  Pilots arriving at the Andrews Airpark for the annual fly-in • 
japhet, joshua and jonah de Oliveira inspect the propellers
Left to right:  a sizeable group of individuals set off from the alumni house for 
the annual 5K Run/Walk and 10K Run • Fitness is a family matter for the Dockertys 
• Even if you don’t run, the 5K is fun for everyone, volunteers included
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time pieces
Muskmelon and ice cream feed, 
“cantaloupe sundaes,” “cantaloupe 
à la mode”—for almost 30 
years the school year opened at 
Emmanuel Missionary College 
and then Andrews University with 
melons, a bonfire, and stories on 
the high bluff overlooking the St. 
Joseph River. What began as a 
“Freshman Days” event quickly 
became a tradition so deeply 
embedded in the campus culture 
that not even 10 years after its 
debut, the students thought that 
the melon feed had existed since 
1901 and the founding of the 
school in Berrien Springs!1 By 
1957, the occasion was labeled 
in the yearbook as “Tradition 
Night.”
The first mention of the 
ritual, however, seems to be 
in the Student Movement of 
September 30,1936, which 
refers to “cantaloupe sundaes” as 
the “highlight of the evening’s 
adventure.” In those days the 
melons came from the fields 
of the college farm.2 At the 
evening picnic, around a blazing 
campfire, the melons were split 
in half and filled with ice cream 
for the eager diners. In 1947, in 
the midst of the enrollment surge 
following WWII, the Student 
Association split and served 780 
cantaloupes.3
Only twice in reported history, 
the melons did not make their 
appearance. The SM reported in 
October of 1943 that the “....ice 
cream social became a corn roast 
due to the restrictions of war and 
the lateness of the season”(4). In 
1948, pies were served instead 
but the melons returned and 
remained a tradition until the 
event faded away in the 1960s.
Weather permitting, the 
location was also part of the 
ritual. Under “the blue velvet 
of the night sky studded with 
stars to accent the balmy quiet 
of the eventide,” as one avid SM 
reporter described it (30 Sept 
1944, 1), the students built a 
campfire on “The Point,” the 
bluff on the edge of campus high 
above the St. Joseph River. Some 
years they erected a platform 
strung with electric lights; other 
years the participants performed 
from the bed of a College Wood 
Products truck pulled onto the 
Point. Tradition had it that the 
Student Association president 
welcomed the students and a 
representative of the new students 
responded in appreciation. 
Soloists, choruses and even whole 
bands serenaded the crowd. 
“Uncle Burt” Wade, a campus 
tradition in his own right, put on 
a baton-twirling exhibition.4
The pièces de résistance 
(besides the muskmelon), 
however, were the stories. 
They were a rite of passage, an 
“induction” ceremony for the 
new students into the lore of 
EMC.5 In the early years English 
professor Harry Tippett and 
later Chemistry chair Herwarth 
Halenz regaled the audience 
around the fire with tales of 
when Indians walked the woods 
of EMC. Armed with a little 
history and a lot of imagination, 
they told how in 1679 French 
explorer La Salle and his Indian 
scout White Beaver could have 
made camp right there on the 
high point above the river: “It 
is easy to imagine that its high 
vantage place may have lured La 
Salle when he sailed up the St. 
Joseph two hundred fifty years 
ago seeking a passage to the 
Mississippi; and having climbed 
its height and surveyed the 
country, who knows but he may 
have tarried there a night.”6
Of Melons, White Beaver, and La Salle
Margery ann (prince) Guthrie (ba ‘66), and sharon calkins, enjoy the 
annual melon feed during registration week.
the september 26, 1962 issue of The Student Movement featured the 
popular tradition on its cover with the caption, “caNtalOUpE, caMpFirE, 
aNd cOMpaNiONs were enjoyed at the annual melon feed sponsored 
by the health-recreation committee of the student association. roller 
skating and films followed the feed.”
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time pieces
The idea that EMC students walked in 
the footsteps of Native Americans captured 
the students’ imaginations for many years. 
The Cardinal of 1930, for example, is 
elaborately embossed and illustrated with 
idealized Indian iconography of the era. 
Arrowhead silhouettes frame the portraits 
of the students. The yearbook features 
a long essay entitled “The Heritage of 
E.M.C.,” which reads in part:
Not far from the college buildings, 
on the bluffs overlooking the St. 
Joseph River, stands a Highland 
White Oak. Could this silent 
sentinel be given the power of 
speech, he could tell us of the days 
when Indians gathered in council 
under his shady branches at the 
same time that George Washington 
took command of the Continental 
Army. These Indians at that 
time were laying plans to defend 
themselves against the mighty 
Iroquois of the East. How grateful 
they were for the means of defense 
which the lead mine on the present 
College farm afforded them. They 
did not want to lose their homes 
nor their river. (6)
More scholarly sources that rely on the 
earliest accounts of La Salle’s voyage confirm 
that, on December 3, 1679, eight canoes 
carried him, priests, an Indian hunter, 
voyageurs—thirty-three travelers in all—up 
the St. Joseph River. They would, indeed, 
have glided past the banks of Andrews 
University. The records say that they 
disembarked in what is now South Bend.7 
The EMC storytellers probably got their 
idea that the Indian guide may have been 
White Beaver from a book that still sits on 
the shelves of James White Library: Russ F. 
Lockridge’s La Salle, published in 1931 and 
stamped repeatedly “Emmanuel Missionary 
College Library,” has a discreet little pencil 
check next to the name White Beaver in 
the index. Lockridge himself admits that 
the “early journals” referred to “’La Salle’s 
Indian hunter,’ without mention of either 
name or tribe” (111), but the figure he 
conjures of White Beaver, his “gigantic 
build,” “keen eye,” “quick ear,” and 
“unfailing rifle” were irresistible to good 
storytellers.
The stories told at the melon feed 
quickly found their way into college 
folklore. The founders of EMC in Berrien 
Springs had first named the promontory 
above the river White’s Bluff in honor 
of James and Ellen White, but the name 
seems to have been lost by the ’30s, 
when the generic “The Point” was the 
common designation. In 1937, however, 
imaginations sparked by the fireside tales, 
the college community decided to call 
this favorite gathering spot White Beaver 
Point.8 The name was later shortened to 
Beaver Point.
Fanciful as the campfire stories may 
have been, they (and the melons) began, 
every fall, to plant the seeds of school spirit 
in the listeners. As the SM reporter of 
1945 rhapsodized (2): “With a happy and 
satisfied feeling that no ‘tradition’ was any 
better than the annual outing on White 
Beaver Point, each one knew why he had 
chosen to come to E.M.C. for the current 
school year.”
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Meredith Jones Gray is professor of English at 
andrews University and is currently working on 
the second volume in the andrews heritage series. 
if you have any stories about student research at 
andrews, she’d be delighted to receive them at 
focus@andrews.edu.
la salle at the portage landing, st. joseph 
river, december 5, 1679. From a lunette 
painted by arthur thomas for the court 
house of st. joseph county, indiana. 
(Tribune Printing Company, South Bend, Ind.)
